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Hello	
  and	
  good	
  morning.	
  	
  	
  On	
  this	
  somber	
  occasion,	
  the	
  13th	
  

anniversary	
  of	
  the	
  World	
  Trade	
  Center	
  bombings,	
  we	
  are	
  all	
  

reminded	
  of	
  that	
  September	
  morning	
  when,	
  as	
  the	
  song	
  says,	
  “the	
  

world	
  stopped	
  turning.”	
  	
  As	
  with	
  every	
  overwhelming	
  tragedy,	
  every	
  

horrible	
  act	
  that	
  is	
  just	
  too	
  much	
  to	
  take	
  in,	
  we	
  remember	
  the	
  small	
  

details	
  of	
  that	
  day	
  when	
  it	
  began	
  as	
  an	
  ordinary	
  morning:	
  	
  the	
  

beautiful	
  blue	
  sky,	
  the	
  crisp	
  beginning	
  of	
  Fall	
  that	
  was	
  in	
  the	
  air,	
  a	
  

phone	
  call	
  or	
  the	
  route	
  we	
  took	
  on	
  our	
  way	
  to	
  work.	
  	
  	
  	
  

And	
  we	
  will	
  forever	
  remember	
  how	
  we	
  felt	
  afterward:	
  the	
  disbelief,	
  

the	
  fear	
  for	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  our	
  families	
  and	
  loved	
  ones,	
  and	
  the	
  

heartbreak	
  as	
  we	
  began	
  to	
  learn	
  what	
  had	
  taken	
  place.	
  	
  	
  	
  

We	
  will	
  never	
  need	
  an	
  official	
  ceremony	
  like	
  this	
  one	
  to	
  remember	
  

September	
  11,	
  2001,	
  and	
  the	
  nearly	
  700	
  New	
  Jerseyans	
  who	
  died	
  

that	
  day	
  –	
  more	
  than	
  any	
  other	
  state	
  in	
  this	
  country,	
  second	
  only	
  to	
  

New	
  York.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  etched	
  in	
  our	
  consciousness	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  reminded	
  

every	
  time	
  we	
  fly	
  into	
  or	
  out	
  of	
  Newark	
  Liberty	
  Airport,	
  or	
  see	
  

Freedom	
  Tower	
  shining	
  in	
  the	
  Manhattan	
  skyline.	
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  But	
  today,	
  while	
  we	
  gather	
  here	
  as	
  a	
  community,	
  let	
  us	
  focus	
  on	
  

more	
  than	
  those	
  details	
  and	
  emotions.	
  	
  

Today,	
  on	
  this	
  Patriots	
  Day,	
  let	
  us	
  remember	
  those	
  who	
  lost	
  their	
  

lives	
  -­‐-­‐	
  the	
  innocent	
  victims	
  of	
  the	
  bombings	
  –	
  and	
  let	
  us	
  also	
  

remember	
  those	
  who	
  gave	
  their	
  lives	
  to	
  aid	
  those	
  victims.	
  	
  They	
  

were	
  heroes,	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  grateful	
  for	
  the	
  sacrifices	
  they	
  made	
  that	
  

day.	
  

Let	
  us	
  remember	
  the	
  families	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  died.	
  We	
  mourn	
  those	
  we	
  

never	
  knew,	
  but	
  they	
  live	
  with	
  the	
  loss	
  of	
  a	
  mother	
  or	
  a	
  father,	
  a	
  

husband	
  or	
  a	
  wife,	
  a	
  brother	
  or	
  a	
  sister	
  every	
  day.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Let	
  us	
  remember	
  the	
  kindness	
  and	
  compassion	
  that	
  we	
  saw	
  in	
  the	
  

aftermath	
  of	
  the	
  tragedy,	
  when	
  we	
  all	
  reached	
  out	
  to	
  each	
  other	
  to	
  

offer	
  help	
  and	
  support,	
  or	
  when	
  we	
  simply	
  shared	
  each	
  other’s	
  pain.	
  	
  

Let	
  us	
  remember	
  the	
  love	
  we	
  felt	
  for	
  our	
  country,	
  and	
  our	
  pride	
  in	
  

being	
  Americans.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  awesome	
  responsibility	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  American	
  

and	
  to	
  uphold	
  the	
  principles	
  of	
  freedom	
  and	
  liberty	
  that	
  this	
  country	
  

was	
  founded	
  upon.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  blessing,	
  so	
  let	
  us	
  remember	
  to	
  be	
  grateful	
  

to	
  be	
  an	
  American.	
  	
  

Let	
  us	
  remember	
  our	
  determination	
  to	
  defeat	
  terrorism.	
  	
  Thirteen	
  

years	
  ago,	
  most	
  of	
  us	
  had	
  never	
  heard	
  of	
  Al	
  Qaeda.	
  	
  Today,	
  in	
  2014,	
  

we	
  are	
  all	
  too	
  familiar	
  with	
  acts	
  of	
  terrorism.	
  	
  The	
  names	
  may	
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change,	
  but	
  the	
  age-­‐old	
  threat	
  of	
  evil	
  is	
  the	
  same.	
  	
  We	
  must	
  renew	
  

our	
  pledge	
  to	
  combat	
  terrorism	
  by	
  bringing	
  together	
  our	
  allies	
  and	
  

maintaining	
  the	
  delicate	
  balance	
  of	
  power	
  to	
  keep	
  our	
  world	
  safe	
  in	
  

these	
  dangerous	
  times.	
  	
  

Let	
  us	
  be	
  reminded	
  of	
  our	
  strength.	
  	
  The	
  United	
  States	
  of	
  America	
  

leads	
  the	
  world	
  not	
  only	
  because	
  of	
  our	
  economy	
  and	
  our	
  military	
  

might,	
  but	
  because	
  of	
  who	
  we	
  are	
  and	
  what	
  we	
  stand	
  for.	
  	
  The	
  

courage	
  and	
  compassion	
  in	
  the	
  aftermath	
  of	
  the	
  tragedy	
  showed	
  the	
  

true	
  spirit	
  of	
  America,	
  and	
  it	
  showed	
  us	
  how	
  strong	
  our	
  community	
  

is:	
  	
  we	
  are	
  one	
  America,	
  one	
  New	
  Jersey,	
  and	
  yes,	
  one	
  Plainfield.	
  	
  We	
  

are	
  strong	
  not	
  in	
  spite	
  of	
  our	
  differences	
  and	
  our	
  diversity,	
  but	
  

because	
  of	
  those	
  differences	
  that	
  enrich	
  us	
  as	
  individuals,	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  

nation.	
  	
  Let	
  us	
  celebrate	
  our	
  strength.	
  	
  

Some	
  of	
  you	
  may	
  have	
  visited	
  the	
  World	
  Trade	
  Center	
  Museum	
  that	
  

opened	
  just	
  a	
  few	
  months	
  ago	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City.	
  	
  Over	
  one	
  million	
  

visitors	
  have	
  already	
  seen	
  the	
  memorial	
  that	
  is	
  inscribed	
  with	
  these	
  

words	
  from	
  the	
  Roman	
  poet	
  Virgil	
  –	
  “no	
  day	
  shall	
  erase	
  you	
  from	
  the	
  

memory	
  of	
  time.”	
  	
  As	
  we	
  close	
  our	
  reflection,	
  let	
  us	
  resolve	
  to	
  

remember	
  today,	
  and	
  every	
  day,	
  how	
  precious	
  and	
  how	
  fragile	
  life	
  

is.	
  	
  Standing	
  here	
  today,	
  with	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  our	
  lives	
  ahead	
  of	
  us,	
  

however	
  long	
  that	
  may	
  be,	
  let	
  us	
  resolve	
  to	
  cherish	
  these	
  days	
  and	
  

use	
  them	
  well.	
  	
  That	
  is	
  a	
  fitting	
  memorial	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  died	
  on	
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September	
  11,	
  2001,	
  to	
  make	
  their	
  lives	
  and	
  their	
  deaths	
  

meaningful,	
  and	
  to	
  keep	
  them	
  forever	
  in	
  our	
  hearts.	
  	
  

Today,	
  on	
  this	
  day	
  especially,	
  and	
  on	
  all	
  days,	
  may	
  God	
  bless	
  our	
  

beautiful	
  city	
  of	
  Plainfield,	
  our	
  home	
  state	
  of	
  New	
  Jersey,	
  and	
  

especially,	
  let	
  us	
  all	
  join	
  together	
  to	
  ask	
  His	
  blessing	
  for	
  our	
  great	
  

country	
  -­‐-­‐	
  may	
  God	
  bless	
  America.	
  	
  	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   #####	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  


